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Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 

Greetings to you all. We hope this letter finds you all safe and hopeful for 
the joy that coming back together in person will give. To that end, your 
Session has decided to open the sanctuary for in-person worship starting 
on May 9 at 10:30am. We feel that with the majority of our congregation 
fully vaccinated, with cases on the decline in our county, and with our 
community getting more and more comfortable with the new protocols in 
place to maintain best practices of health and safety, we can feel more 
comfortable about having us all in worship together in our sanctuary on 
Sunday mornings. We will also continue to offer the Livestream Service on 
our website and YouTube for anyone who is not ready to return in-person… 
 
We are so thankful for your patience, prayers, and support during this 
pandemic as we have discerned being God’s church here in North 
Bend/Coos Bay. The care you have shown to each other and our 
community as we have sheltered in place, practiced proper safety 
procedures, and continued to support God’s ministry here on the Oregon 
Coast despite living through a pandemic has made us very proud to be a 
part of God’s church here at FirstPres. We will continue to follow the 
recommended guidelines and reevaluate often as the weeks go by, so as 
not to let our guards down, but we are very excited to see you all on May 
9…  
 
If you need help getting a vaccine, please contact the office and we will 
help you find the best place to do so. We have spent a lot of hours 
assisting our most vulnerable with vaccine information and appointments, 
and will continue to offer that service to anyone who wants it… 
 
 
Safety Protocols… 
Below is a general list of safety protocols that we will be following as we 
resume in-person worship in our sanctuary on Sunday mornings. If you 
have any questions about any of these, feel free to call the office and speak 
to Pastor Eric or contact one of our Elders. Any of us would be happy to 
provide you with any more information you might need… 
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To return to in-person worship we will ask you to… 
 

1. Wear a mask while you are on the property… 
2. Keep the recommended safe distance between you and those 

outside of your immediate household (3-6 feet)… 
3. Check in with our Deacons at one of the two check-in tables outside 

and underneath the patio as you arrive to provide us with proper 
contact tracing information and receive any resources you might need 
for worship (mask, Bible, Hymnal, Communion elements, etc…) … 

4. Also, only use the doors under the patio facing the parking lot 
(downstairs) to enter and exit the building. The upstairs doors facing 
Ponycreek Rd. will be for exiting only… 

5. Look for signs around the building while you are visiting that will help 
remind you of these best practices and take advantage of our hand 
sanitizing stations as you walk in and leave… 

6. Use the elevator with only members of your immediate household… 
7. Every other pew will be blocked off, so sit only in the pews available 

with proper distance between you and other families… 
8. Offering and Communion will be done without the passing of the 

plates… 
9. The Nursery will be open for brief childcare situations (diaper 

changes, bathrooms, etc), but the toys and playground equipment will 
be closed until further notice… 

10. For now, Sunday School will remain online and there will be no 
coffee and treats and fellowship in the parlor after service until further 
notice… 

 
That’s it for now, but expect a few more specifics as we get closer to May 9 
and as we discover other ways to keep us all safe and allow us to resume 
our special time together as a church family… 
 
Church/Community Programs… 
In addition to in-person worship on Sunday mornings beginning on May 9, 
we want to offer in-person weekly programs as well. If you have in the past 
led any of our programs that have taken place at the church, or if you are 
interested in beginning a new program, please call the office first, and we 
will walk you through the process of beginning that program again. This 
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includes Bible Studies, Prayer Meetings, Tai Chi, Youth Group, Choir, 
Committee Meetings, etc. In general, you will need to follow the above 
protocols, but we will also ask a few other things of you to keep us 
organized. We look forward to hearing from you very soon… 
 
541-756-4155 / nbpres@nbpresbyterian.org / eric@nbpresbyterian.org 
 
 
Continue to Worship Online… 
We will continue to Livestream our Services every Sunday for those who 
will continue to stay at home during this pandemic and beyond. Follow 
these links below to continue worshipping online: 
 
FirstPres Website: 

https://www.nbpresbyterian.org/sermons 
FirstPres YouTube:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCp8ExfWwS3KSzu3tY9tygZQ 
 
 
Pandemic Resources… 
For more information about the pandemic and how best to stay safe and 
promote healthy practices, continue to use these websites to stay informed: 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html 
 
https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19 
 
https://cooshealthandwellness.org/ 
 
https://www.cascadespresbytery.org/covid-19-resources/ 
  

The words of the Apostle Paul ring ever truer to us as we look forward to 
May 9, but ultimately to the day of our Lord Jesus Christ’s Second Coming: 

“God has not given us a spirit of fear, instead he has given us a spirit of 
power and love and good judgement.” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
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It is the Spirit of God who activates these gifts. May they give comfort and 
wisdom and confidence to your heart and mind as we come back together 
in May. Also, as we begin to see some of our activities and routines return 
to the way they used to be, emotions continue to run high, and 
understandably so. So, we also leave you with the words of our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ: 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my 

yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30) 
 
  
The Session and Staff of First Presbyterian Church, North Bend. 


