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(This letter was updated on May 15, 2020…) 
 

Dear First Presbyterian Church Family, 

Greetings to you all. We hope this letter finds you all safe in your homes, 
and hopeful for the joy that coming back together in person will give.  

While some restrictions are being lifted in some places and for some 
people nationally and state-wide, the ongoing threat of the Covid-19 global 
pandemic will require that we return to church in a way that is measured 
and mindful of the needs of the most vulnerable among us.  

Yesterday, Thursday May 14th, our county’s application for a Phase 1 re-
opening was approved by the Governor of Oregon’s office. While this 
allows certain businesses and programs to re-open, your Session has 
chosen to respond with caution by keeping all of our programs “virtual” 
through the Phase 1 re-opening, and reassessing as we are allowed to 
move on into Phases 2 and 3. This means we will not re-open during the 
Phase 1 timeline. We make this desicion with an abundance of care and 
with prayerful discernment, and we hope you will continue to pray with us 
that the Spirit of God will guide us to every good decision.  

We also give thanks for the promise of our faith—that the Lord God will 
bless and keep us, the risen Christ is with us, and the Holy Spirit connects 
us with believers near and far. We take comfort and inspiration from the 
example of the earliest believers, who “spent much time together in the 
temple” and “broke bread at home ... with glad and generous hearts” (Acts 
2:46). As we anxiously track the news in these times—with numbers of new 
cases, numbers of persons who have died, and numbers of those who are 
recovering—we remember the good news of the gospel: “And day by day 
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved” (Acts 2:47).  

As our community works through resuming its public activities, please know 
our church will do so through a careful process of discussion and 
discernment, with consideration of the best scientific knowledge at our 
disposal, in the spirit of constant prayer, and with full trust in the grace of 
Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit. 
However, we may make mistakes along the way. There will surely be 
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awkward moments as we adjust to new protocols and practices. There will 
be times of frustration, disappointment, and grief. But we will also continue 
to have countless opportunities to exercise the spiritual gifts of patience, 
kindness, gentleness, and self-control. And there will be blessings. There 
will be wonderful surprises, great celebrations, and moments of deep 
satisfaction. We have already seen this, but we will continue to see these 
glimpses of the new thing God is doing, even now. We will continue to have 
opportunities to savor the spiritual gifts of love, joy, peace, generosity, and 
faithfulness.  

Let us be faithful, then—to God and to one another—as we receive the gifts 
and work through the challenges of this time in the life of our congregation 
and world. Let us be guided by the Word, responsive to the Spirit, and open 
to the grace of God. Let us remember: nothing can separate us from God’s 
love in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:39).  

Please call or email us anytime with any questions you may have: 
 

451-756-4155 / nbpres@nbpresbyterian.org / eric@nbpresbyterian.org 
 

Here are a few updates to our current activity: 
 

1. Worship.  Each Sunday, at 10:30am, we will continue to live stream our 
worship and keep it on our website for you to continue to access 
throughout the week. A big thank you to Jack, Trevor, Anne, and our team 
of readers, musicians, and Children Sermon givers! You are doing a great 
job!! Use the links below to access this wonderful time of worship.  
 

FirstPres Website à https://www.nbpresbyterian.org/sermons 
FirstPres YouTube à https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCp8ExfWwS3KSzu3tY9tygZQ 
 

Additionally, we will continue to offer “Prayers for the People” through 
Zoom, every weekday from 12-1pm. Click on the link anytime between 
12–1pm, Monday – Friday for scripture, prayer, and support… 
 

Link to ZOOM   à https://zoom.us/j/711245945 
 

If you can’t connect online, you can use your cell phone or home-phone to 
dial in to the meeting, no computer or smart phone required… Follow these 
instructions to DIAL IN WITH YOUR PHONE: Use one of these dial-in 
numbers: 1-669-900-6833 or 1-346-248-7799. Zoom message will first ask 
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for Meeting ID plus the “pound” button, so when prompted dial - 
711245945#. Zoom message will then ask for Participant ID plus the 
“pound” button. There is no Participant ID, so when prompted just dial - #. 
Then you are in :)  
 

Our Prayer Team will also be available for personal Prayer. Here are 
individuals you can call during the week if you need someone to pray for 
you: 
 

Jack   541-404-2627 
Anita   972-467-9705 
Andy & Sandy 541-756-6114 
Mary Jo  541-297-1913 
Tricia   541-808-2789 
Jody   541-404-1788 
 

2. Youth Group. Our Youth Director, Cynthia Baley, has been leading 
Youth Group every Wednesday for our young people 3rd Grade and above 
on ZOOM. Cynthia has also been leading our younger Sunday School 
aged kids on Thursday on ZOOM. If you or someone you know would like 
to be included in this wonderful time of fellowship, learning, support, and 
prayer please contact the office and we will forward you all the information 
you need. Thank you Cynthia for this powerful ministry! 
 

3. Bible Study. Our Women’s Bible Study group has started meeting every 
Saturday morning through ZOOM. If you are interested in joining, please 
contact the office and we will forward you all the information you need. 
 

4. Food Cupboard. Our Food Cupboard remains open. We are very 
thankful to all of you who continue to give to our Food Cupboard. If you 
have any items you would like to donate, please drive up to the patio on 
Monday or Wednesday between 9-12 and we will receive your donation. 
We currently always need canned foods, mac and cheese, pasta, and 
pasta sauce. For more information, contact the office. 
  

5. Stay Connected. In an attempt to keep us all connected during this time 
of uncertainty, we have assigned one of our Elders or Deacons to stay 
connected to each and every one of you. Please let us know if you haven’t 
heard from one of us. These Elders and Deacons will continue to call you 
to check in, answer any questions you might have, and offer any help they 
can. We hope this has been helpful. In addition to these phone calls, 
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please continue to stay connected to each other through phone, text, email, 
regular mail, etc… 
 

6. Giving. Thank you so much for your continued giving to God’s ministry 
here at FirstPres. We have been overwhelmed with your generosity and 
faith. Please continue to give in the way that is most comfortable to you. 
We will soon be adding a PayPal link on our website for those who prefer to 
give in this way. 
  

7. Stay Tuned. As we continue to move through the re-opening process 
things will change… When they do, you will receive a detailed description 
of how we plan to proceed. So, stay tuned for all possible communications 
via email, website, or phone, which will contain important announcements, 
plans, and tools. For more information, continue to use these websites to 
stay informed: 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html 
 

https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19 
 

https://www.cascadespresbytery.org/covid-19-resources/ 
  

8. Be Safe. Remember to continue to be mindful and take extra care of 
yourselves. Frequently wash your hands for at least 20 seconds. Sanitizers 
are good as well in addition to handwashing with soap. Wipe down your 
work and living spaces with disinfecting cleaners. Maintain the 6-foot social 
distance from others in public. And wear a mask if you have to go out in 
public. We have many members making masks. If you do not have one, 
please let the office know and we will work out a way to get you one. 
 

We know emotions can be high in this current pandemic, and 
understandably so. We leave you once again with the words of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ: 
 
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be 
afraid.” 

John 14:27 
  
The Session and Staff of First Presbyterian Church, North Bend. 


